Southern Oregon Horse and Carriage Club
Bylaws

January 2011 
ARTICLE I

Section I  TITLE 
The organization shall be known as the “Southern Oregon Horse and Carriage Club” and shall be operated as a non-profit organization in accordance with the applicable laws of the State of Oregon.
Section II  LOCATION 
The mailing address of the organization will be P O Box 7485, Klamath Falls, Oregon 97602

Section III OBJECTIVES 
The objectives of the organization are:

A. To promote carriage driving for pleasure and competition.

B. To educate and inform the public of safe driving practices.

C. To sponsor educational driving clinics and organized events.

D. To recommend and promote the use of the American Driving Society Rules at any organized event in which members participate.

Section IV DISSOLUTION CLAUSE 
A. In the event of disbanding the “Southern Oregon Horse and Carriage Club” all monies and property of the “Southern Oregon Horse and Carriage Club” shall vest in the “American Driving Society”.
B. Should the “American Driving Society” no longer be an entity, the following will apply: 
1. In the event the club will no longer be an entity, the officers shall pay or make provisions for the payment of all of the liabilities of the club

2. The assets of the club shall be disposed of in a manner that will support charity, education or scientific research.  
3. Any organization receiving club funds shall be qualified as a non profit tax exempt organization under Section 501C of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954.  
4. Any club assets not disposed of by the club shall be disposed of by the Circuit Court Of Klamath County.  The court shall determine the organizations operating for the purposes stated in Section 1V (B) Dissolution Clause. 
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ARTICLE II

Section I MEMBERSHIP 

A. No one will be denied membership because of sex, race, color, religion or sexual preference.

B. A member in good standing is a member whose dues are paid for the current year and is not in arrears with any other monies due the Club.

C. A membership year is from January 1 through December 31.  If a new member joins after October 31st, their membership will include the following year.

D. A voting member must be 18 years or older.  

1. There’s a maximum of two votes per family membership.

2. A family member must be a member of the family household.

E. Honorary members are non-voting members unless they pay dues for the current year.

F. Membership dues are as follows:

1. Family Membership is $35.00 which covers up to two adults and all children (up to the age of 21) living under the same roof.

2. Individual Membership is $25.00

3. A Member who has reached their 18th birthday can vote IF they have an Individual Membership.

G. In order to remain in good standing dues must be paid by February 1st of the current year and any other monies due the club within thirty (30) days from when they incurred.  Failure to do either will result in loss of membership, voting rights and privileges.

Section II REVOCATION OF MEMBERSHIP 
Any membership in the Club may be revoked for any of the following causes:

A. Failure to pay membership dues by February 1st of the current year or any monies due the Club payable within thirty (30) days from when the debt was incurred. 
B. Engaging in conduct unbecoming a member as follows:

1. Threatening to or committing any act which is likely to or results in injury or damage to any member or guest, their property or the property of the club.

2. The use of abusive language toward any member or guest.
3. Any criminal act perpetrated against any club member or guest.

4. Disregarding or disobeying the club Bylaws.
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C. Charges of conduct unbecoming a member must be presented to an officer of the club in writing and signed by the accuser.  
1. A copy of the list of charges will be promptly delivered to the accused member.  
2. The charges shall be heard and acted upon at an Executive meeting of the Board of Directors (see Article IV, Section II).  
3. The accused member will be given not less than seven (7) days written notice of the date, time and place of the meeting and will be advised of their opportunity to be present at said meeting.  
4. The member may present witnesses and evidence at said meeting for consideration of the Board of Directors.
D. The Board of Directors may, at their discretion, invite the accusing member and any other persons to the meeting to present evidence.  
1. Upon receipt by the Board of Directors of all evidence at the meeting, the Board will vote in an Executive Session upon the question whether or not the membership shall be revoked.  
2. No membership shall be revoked except upon a vote in favor of such action by the Board of Directors.  
3. When a membership is revoked, the Club shall refund to the member a pro-rated portion of the member’s prepaid dues, less money owed the Club for assessments of damages to the Club’s property.

ARTICLE III

Section I OFFICERS 
A. Officers of the “Southern Oregon Horse and Carriage Club” are to be the President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer.  If membership is low the Club will combine the Secretary/Treasure, following a vote of the existing members.

B. All other non-officer positions such as Historian, Newsletter Editor, Membership and Corresponding Secretary are volunteer positions.

C. The BOARD OF DIRECTORS consists of the following: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, past President (when available) and up to four (4) Members at Large and the Standing Committee chairs.

Section II TERM OF OFFICE 

A. The Officers and Members at Large shall be elected to serve a term of one (1) year and may succeed themselves.

B. Vacancies in said offices will be filled by appointment of the remaining Board of Directors and said appointee will only serve the remainder of the term.
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Section III ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND MEMBERS AT LARGE 
A. Officers and Members at Large are to be elected at the general meeting in November and will assume office in January of the following year.
1.
The President shall appoint a nominating committee of at least three 
(3) members no later than September.  Any member desiring to become 
a candidate should make it known to either the nominating committee or 
an officer prior to the October meeting.

ARTICLE IV

Section I DUTIES OF THE ELECTED OFFICIALS 
A. The PRESIDENT shall preside over all general meetings of the club and fulfill

such responsibilities as are implied by the office. The President MUST be a

signatory on all accounts of the Club.

B. The VICE PRESIDENT shall perform such duties as may be delegated by the

President and/or the Officers and shall perform the duties of the President in their absence.

C. The SECRETARY shall keep a clear and accurate record of the business

transacted by the Officers which may be delegated by the President. The Secretary or President shall also assume responsibility for preparing the agenda for the meetings. All information pertaining to the agenda should be addressed to the President or Secretary.

D. The TREASURER shall act as custodian of all funds of the Club, maintaining a

clear and accurate ledger record of the transactions and financial condition of the Club.  The Treasurer is responsible for the notification of members in regard to their membership dues or any other monies due the Club.  Other duties include preparing a general yearly budget to be presented to the Club no later than February and informing the insurance company of each sanctioned Club event.
1. The Treasurer’s records will be audited annually before the newly

elected officer takes over the responsibility of the Club’s books.  The audit will be conducted by at least two (2) current Board members.

Section II BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
A. The Board of Directors shall consist of elected Officers, up to four (4) Members at Large, the Chairpersons of Standing Committees and the past President.  If the past President is not available to serve as a Board Member, another Member at Large shall be elected by the general membership.

1. Board members will meet no less than biannually.

a.
A Board meeting may be called as needed by the President. 
CLUB Bylaws 2011 

Page 4 of 8

B. The Board’s duties will include, but not necessarily be limited to:

1.  Reviewing all bills for materials and expenses and present to the general

     membership the recommendation for payment.
          a.  Payment will NOT be made without a receipt.
2.  Handling of miscellaneous business, such as approval for the loan of the

     Clubs equipment, rescheduling or cancellation of Club events, approval of

     EMERGENCY funding up to $50 for expenses related to Club business

     events.
3.   A minimum of five (5) Board of Directors are required for any approval.
4. Consideration of disciplinary action pursuant to Article II, Section II.
5. Choosing another club member to act in their stead excluding voting rights.
C. Limitations:  The Board of Directors cannot increase or decrease dues, nor can it institute any new rule or regulation without the general memberships’ approval.
ARTICLE V

Section I MEETINGS 
A. The Club will meet on a monthly scheduled basis.  Club meetings will be open to the general public and guests.  
1. Members wishing to place an item on the Agenda or address an agenda item should contact the President or Secretary prior to the meeting.  
2. No vote can be taken or is binding without a quorum present.

a. A quorum shall be defined as twenty (20) percent of the voting membership and will include two (2) officers (President, Vice President, Secretary or Treasurer). 

3. Meetings may be attended by teleconferencing or video conferencing of its members.

B. Mail-in votes with member’s signature, will be considered a vote on any particular item.
C. In case of a vote involving the interest of a person, persons or organization,

these votes will be done by paper ballot and counted by at least two (2) appointed officials.

D. Minutes of the meeting will be printed in the Newsletter and on the Web Page.

E. SPECIAL MEETINGS OF THE CLUB may be called at the discretion of the Officers by written or phone notice to the membership at least five (5) days prior to the date of the meeting.
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Section II RULES 
A.
The Officers and the Board of Directors will follow the established agenda

for meetings of said Club.  Robert’s Rules of Order will be used as a guideline.

ARTICLE VI
Section I STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
A. Upon a second of the motion to commit, motions may be made for selecting one of three (3) methods used for appointing the committee.  These methods are:

1. Nominations from the floor;

2. Nominations by the President;

3. Appointment by the President.

B. A hand vote shall be taken to select a method if more than one motion is made and seconded.

C. Other than by Nominations by the President (Article VI, Section I, subsection D), no member shall make more than one nomination to committee.

D. Committee Chairpersons

1. Committee chairs shall be chosen by the members of the respective committee with the exception of any committee that is appointed by the President in which case the President shall appoint the Chair.

2. The President shall not sit on or chair any committee appointed by him.

E. Committee Meetings

1. No member or other person not a member of the committee shall participate in committee meetings unless invited by the committee.
Section II STANDING COMMITTEES 
A. Standing committees will be created as needed by a vote of the membership.

B. Committees may be attended by teleconferencing or video conferencing of its members.

C. Standing Committee meetings will be scheduled by the Chairperson or President as needed.

Section III EVENTS COMMITTEE 
A. The role of the Events Committee will be to schedule training, education, social, competitive and pleasure events for the upcoming year.

1. A budget for any show or event must be presented at a regular general meeting for approval no later than one month prior to the event.
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2. Club sanctioned events must be approved by the membership.

3. There will be a Safety Officer at ALL sanctioned events.
4. Notification will be given to the Club’s insurance company as required.

5. A budget may be exceeded by up to 15 percent per event without additional authorization 
6. Junior drivers under the age of 14 WILL be accompanied in the carriage by a knowledgeable adult horseperson.  Failure to comply will incur elimination.  Exceptions may be allowed by the event Safety Officer.

7. At ALL Club official events ALL DOGS must be confined (inside horse trailers, vehicles, etc.) or on a leash at ALL TIMES.
Section IV EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
A. The role of the Education committee will be to have 20 minute presentations whenever possible at our meetings, from veterinarians and others throughout our community, as well as hands on clinics.

Section V ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 
A. The role of the Administrative Committee will be to cover the Bylaws, insurance and contractual obligations of the club.

Section VI OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
A. The role of the Outreach committee will be to educate, networking with other organizations/clubs and community.  This could include having booths at events.

Section VII SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

A. Special committees will be formed by motion and vote to carry out a task or function not covered by the existing standing committees.
B. Special committees will exist only as long as it takes to complete their work and report back to the membership.
ARTICLE VII
Section I AMENDMENTS TO THE BYLAWS
A. Amendments to these Bylaws may be proposed in writing by an officer or member of the “Southern Oregon Horse and Carriage Club” by submitting them to the Chairperson of the Administrative Committee.  
1. When, in the opinion of the officers and the membership, adoption of the proposed amendment would be in the best interest of the Club, a vote will be ordered on adoption.  
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2. Each member in good standing will receive notice of the meeting at which the proposed amendments will be voted upon.

a) Notice will be postmarked at least thirty (30) days prior to the meeting, and voting members will receive a mail-in ballot of the proposed amendment(s).

3. Amendments to these Bylaws may be adopted by a quorum of twenty (20) percent of the voting membership at any general meeting.
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